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UNCLASSIFIED 
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ACTION HEW-08 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ADP-00 INR-10 10-13 MED-03 NSAE-00 PA-03 

RSC-01 SCA-01 SCI-06 USIA-15 PRS-01 CIAE-00 AID-20 

FDRE-00 PPTE-00 RSR-01 /093 W 

044830 

R 091235Z AUG 73 
FM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2813 

UNCLAS TUNIS 4610 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SWEL, TS 

SUBJECT: CHOLERA IN TUNISIA 
REF: TUNIS 4452 

1. WHO REPRESENTATIVE DR. HESSELVIK ON VACATION UNTIL 
SEPT 5. BUT HIS OFFICE INFORMS EMBASSY THAT GOT MIN. OF 
HEALTH HAD BEEN BY-PASSING THEM AND GOING DIRECT TO WHO 
OFFICE IN GENEVA AND ALEXANDRIA WITH INFO ON CHOLERA 
SITUATION IN TUNISIAAND REQUESTS FOR SUPPLIES. THEREFORE, 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY WHO OFFICES IN EUROPE RE SITUATION IN 
TUNISIA BASED ON ABOVE. THESE ANNOUNCEMENTS HAVE NOT 
CAUTIONED AGAINST TRAVEL TO TUNISIA, THEY HAVE BEEN NON- 
ALARMIST AND CAUTIONED NORAML SAFEGUARDS OF VACCINE 
AND PERSONAL HYGIENE. 

2. LOCAL WHO OFFICE SAID THE PARTICULAR STRAIN OF 
CHOLERA FOUND HERE IS NOT ESPECIALLY VIRULENT AND 
PERSONS TAKING NORMAL HYGIENIC PRECAUTIONS MENTIONED 
REFTEL SHOULD NORMALLY NOT BE THREATENED. THIS 
ASSERTION MADE IN SPITE OF DEATHS REPORTED REFTEL. WHO 
LOCAL OFFICE HAS NO FACILITIES TO EVALUATE INDEPENDENTLY 
THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE GOT MINISTRY OF HEALTH. 

3. TUNIS MUNICIPAL WATER SYSTEM REPORTEDLY NOT 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 TUNIS 04610 0913 13Z 

CONTAMINATED. INCIDENCES OF CHOLERA CONTINUE TO APPEAR 
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TO BE DECLINING. 
SEEL YE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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